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solution is agreed, they will be 
timetabled to give enough time for 
training centres to adopt them.

Email training@rya.org.uk for CI 
course dates and application forms.

New name for the 
Coastal Skipper
Following feedback at recent 
conferences, and consideration 
by the Yachtmaster® Qualification 
Panel, the name of the RYA 
Coastal Skipper Certificate of 
Competence will be changed to 
RYA Yachtmaster® Coastal Certificate 
of Competence. 

There will be little change to the 
standards required for assessment, 
and the names of the supporting 
courses will remain the same.

This change will help to distinguish 
the certificate of competence from 
the course completion certificate, and 

clarify for the holder which certificates 
can be commercially endorsed. 

This change will take effect from 
January 1, 2010, giving training 
centres time to change their publicity 
materials. During 2009 we will ensure 
the relevant publications are updated.

Cruising Instructor training
Following consideration by the RYA’s 
Training Committee and discussion 
with the MLA and a selection of 
instructor trainers and RYA training 
centres, a few changes will be 
made to the system for training and 
updating Cruising Instructors (CI). 

We are keen to ensure a consistently 
high level of CI training. The changes 
shown below should help to provide a 
more uniform structure for the training, 
and mean that instructor candidates 
and, in turn, their students get a better 
deal from the qualification. 

From January 1, 2009
The RYA will update all existing CIs 
whose certificates are due to expire. 
Check your certificate and apply for 
an update if necessary.

CI courses may continue to be 
run by training centres, but more 
thorough reports will be required 
from the trainer on the performance 

of candidates during the course and 
assessment. The CI report forms 
will be available from the instructor 
resources area of the RYA website. In 
line with other instructor certificates, 
a fee will be payable for the CI 
endorsement to non-RYA members. 

CI courses should be run by 
experienced Yachtmaster® instructors. 
Criteria for the experience of the 
instructor to be able to run this course 
is available on the back of the CI 
report form and on the RYA website. 

In the next few years
A system may be put in place to 
train specialist RYA trainers, who 
could run all CI courses for centres. 
Alternatively, these trainers could 
moderate courses run by experienced 
instructors at training centres, and 
run CI updates. 

These ‘broad brush’ decisions need 
fine tuning and, once a workable 
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EPIRB changes
On February 1, 2009 the processing 
of the satellite EPIRB 121.5/243MHz 
frequency in the GMDSS will cease, 
to be replaced by the 406MHz 
beacon system. 

After that, 121.5/243MHz beacons 
should not be used as initial 
emergency alerting devices, but may 
still be used as a homing device for 
suitably equipped search and rescue 
services, once the vessel’s approximate 
position has been identified. 

The lithium batteries in old beacons 
must be disposed of correctly to 
avoid accidental activation. 

The MCA advises:

• Local authority waste disposal 
sites where batteries can be 
disposed of for recycling;

• Some manufacturers are offering 
a distributor take back scheme 
with incentives to trade-in the old 
beacons for a 406MHz model. 

For further information see the 
MCA’s notice MGN 361 on 
www.mcga.gov.uk.

Yachtmaster® 
Ocean review
It was our intention to review the 
Yachtmaster Ocean Course this 
year, but has been put on hold until 
the 09/10 season as we have had 
to concentrate on reviewing the 
Cruising Instructor qualification. 

We regret having to do this, as 
the review is long overdue, but 
look forward to starting again next 
year. Interestingly, sales of the 
Ocean shorebased packs are 
25% up this year.

Cruising


